HOT HOSTAS

Hosta 'Hacksaw’
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hen is the whole greater

than the sum of the parts?
In hosta hybridizing, certainly.
It might also be true for FOoSF
(Fraternal Order of the Seedy Fel-
lows), a group of little-known hosta
hybridizers who banded together
o ()fﬁ‘l‘ €ncou rilgc]l1e]]r‘ idt‘ﬂﬁ a[ld
feedback, as well as share plants,
seeds and talent. Co-founded by
Ron Livingston along with Brian
and Virginia Skaggs, this group is
now receiving critical acclaim at
First Look competitions, at hosta
conventions and in the hosta trade
for a steadily increasing number of
hosta introductions.

Hosta ‘Hacksaw’ from Ron Liv-
ingston is not just a Hot Hosta. It
embodies the mission of FOoSFE
The group seeks to improve the
genus Hosta by creating new
combinations of genes, bringing
together recessive qualities that
were once hidden in the gene pools
and producing plants with unique
architecture and modern color
combinations—a truly visionary
quest.

H. ‘Hacksaw’ is a small green
hosta with long, narrow, tapered
leaves that are intensely rippled
and serrated. The leaf edge re-
minds you of a hacksaw blade. It
has received interest from hosta
gardeners, collectors and hybrid-
izers alike. It is quite vigorous
and has a stoloniferous tendency,
which allows it to rapidly increase
and form a 9-inch-tall by 17-inch-
wide clump. It blooms very late in
the season with lavender flowers
and is extremely fertile both as a
pod and pollen parent.
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